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ODG by MCG Citation Formatting Changes 
As part of a move to improve the end-user experience, ODG by MCG is simplifying our previous 
study rating system (study type 1-11 and study quality a-c) to one with just 3 Evidence Grades 
(which is also used by the MCG care guidelines). Cited references in the Evidence Summary 
are graded according to level of authoritativeness. The evidence hierarchy is as follows: 

• (EG 1) Evidence Grade 1:
o Meta-analyses
o Randomized controlled trials with meta-analysis
o Randomized controlled trials
o Systematic reviews

• (EG 2) Evidence Grade 2:
o Observational studies; examples include:

 Cohort studies with statistical adjustment for potential confounders
 Cohort studies without adjustment
 Case series with historical or literature controls
 Uncontrolled case series

o Published guidelines
o Statements in published articles or textbooks

• (EG 3) Evidence Grade 3:
o Unpublished data; examples include:

 Large database analyses
 Written protocols or outcomes reports from large practices
 Expert practitioner reports

The study type will be transitioned into the Evidence Grade as follows: 

http://www.mcg.com/odg
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In addition, citations will change from the format of "(author, year)" to being numbered citations 
that correspond to a list of references at the end of the Evidence Summary. When more than 
one citation supports a given statement, only the highest Evidence Grade associated with those 
citations will be listed. 

Old version: 

New version: 

Please feel free to reach out to your ODG Account Executive or the ODG Helpdesk at 
odghelp@mcg.com if you have any questions. 
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